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(57) ABSTRACT

A relay node (200) transmits a terminal handover request,
which requests permission for a terminal handover, or a relay
station handover request, which requests permission for a
relay station handover, to a radio base station (100A). When
the relay node receives a handover instruction which instructs
a relay station handover, the relay node carries out a relay
handover; and when the relay node receives a handover
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RADIO RELAY STATION AND CONTROL
METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a radio relay station and a
control method for implementing relay transmission.

BACKGROUND ART

A radio communication system of the next generation to
implement higher-speed communications than the currently-
operated 3rd generation and 3.5th generation radio commu-
nication systems includes LTE (Long Term Evolution) stan-
dardized by the 3GPP (3rd Generation Partnership Project),
which is the standardization organization for the radio com-
munication systems. The LTE-advanced in which the LTE is
advanced is planned to employ relay transmission using a
radio relay station referred to as a relay node (see, for
example, non-patent literature 1).

The radio relay station is a relay base station with a small
output, which can be connected to a radio base station (a
macro base station) via a radio link. A radio terminal con-
nected to the radio relay station communicates with the radio
base station via the radio relay station. The installation of a
radio relay station in a cell edge, coverage hole or the like of
the radio base station makes it possible for a radio terminal to
perform communications under better conditions by indi-
rectly communicating with the radio base station via the radio
relay station, than by directly communicating with the radio
base station.

CITATION LIST
Non-Patent Literature

Non-patent literature 1: 3GPP TR 36.814 V0.4.1, Chapter
9, “Relaying functionality”, February 2009

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Since a radio relay station relays communications between
aradio base station (or another radio relay station) and a radio
terminal, a communication capacity between the radio termi-
nal and the radio base station depends on a communication
capacity between the radio base station and the radio relay
station. For this reason, when a load in a connection destina-
tion of the radio relay station is high (for example, when an
amount of traffic to be handled by the radio base station is
large), the communication capacity between the connection
destination of the radio relay station and the radio relay sta-
tion is small. In this case, the communication capacity
between the radio relay station and the radio terminal is also
small.

Accordingly, when a load in the connection destination of
the radio relay station is high, the radio terminal connected to
the radio relay station has a problem that a throughput is
lowered even when a radio quality with the radio relay station
is satisfactory.

For this reason, an objective of the present invention is to
provide a radio relay station and a control method, which can
improve a throughput of the radio terminal by performing
proper load balancing.

The present invention has the following features to solve
the problems described above. A first feature of the present
invention is summarized as follows. A radio relay station
(radio relay station 200) comprises: a first communication
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unit (first communication unit 210) configured to communi-
cate with a radio base station (radio base station 100A) or a
different radio relay station as a connection destination; a
second communication unit (second communication unit
220) configured to communicate with at least one radio ter-
minal; a relay unit (relay unit 230) configured to relay data to
be exchanged between a connection destination of the first
communication unit and the radio terminal; and a controller
(controller 240) configured to control the first communication
unit and the second communication unit, wherein the control-
ler comprises: a handover request unit (handover request unit
242) configured to control the first communication unit so
that the first communication unit transmits a relay station
handover request for executing a relay station handover in
which the first communication unit switches the connection
destination or a terminal handover request for executing a
terminal handover in which the radio terminal switches a
connection destination; a handover controller (handover con-
troller 243) configured to control the first communication unit
so that the first communication unit executes the relay station
handover when the first communication unit receives a
response message indicating that the relay station handover is
allowed or instructed; and a handover instruction unit (han-
dover instruction unit 244) configured to control the second
communication unit so that the second communication unit
transmits a terminal handover instruction to the radio terminal
when the first communication unit receives a response mes-
sage indicating that the terminal handover is allowed or
instructed.

A second feature of the present invention relates to the first
feature and is summarized as follows. The handover request
unit controls the first communication unit so that the first
communication unit transmits the relay station handover
request or the terminal handover request when a relay station
load that is a load of a communication performed by the
second communication unit with the radio terminal exceeds a
load acceptable amount determined according to a load of a
connection destination of the first communication unit or
when itis predicted that the relay station load exceeds the load
acceptable amount.

A third feature of the present invention relates to the first
feature and is summarized as follows. The controller further
comprises: a notification request unit (notification request
unit 245) configured to control the first communication unit
so that the first communication unit transmits a load notifica-
tion request for requesting a relay station load notification and
aterminal load notification, the relay station load notification
notifying a load of a relay station handover candidate thatis a
candidate of a new connection destination of the first com-
munication unit, the terminal load notification notifying a
load of a terminal handover candidate that is a candidate of a
new connection destination of the radio terminal, and a han-
dover determination unit (handover determination unit 249)
configured to determine whether or not to execute the relay
station handover based on the relay station load notification
received by the first communication unit, wherein the han-
dover request unit controls the first communication unit so
that the first communication unit transmits the relay station
handover request when it is determined that the relay station
handover is to be executed.

A fourth feature of the present invention relates to the third
feature and is summarized as follows. The handover determi-
nation unit calculates a load of the relay station handover
candidate that the relay station will have after the relay station
handover to the relay station handover candidate based on the
relay station load notification and the relay station load, and
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determines whether or not to execute the relay station han-
dover based on the calculated load.

A fifth feature of the present invention relates to the third
feature and is summarized as follows. The handover request
unit controls the first communication unit so that the first
communication unit transmits the terminal handover request
when it is determined that the relay station handover is not to
be executed.

A sixth feature of the present invention relates to the first
feature and is summarized as follows. The controller further
comprises a terminal determination unit (terminal determina-
tion unit 248) which determines at least one radio terminal to
be caused to execute the terminal handover so as to keep the
relay station load equal to or smaller than the load allowable
amount based on the relay station load and a terminal load that
is a load of each radio terminal.

A seventh feature of the present invention is summarized as
follows. A control method for a radio relay station which
comprises a first communication unit configured to commu-
nicate with a radio base station or a different radio relay
station as a connection destination, a second communication
unit configured to communicate with at least one radio termi-
nal, and a relay unit configured to relay data to be exchanged
between a connection destination of the first communication
unit and the radio terminal, the control method comprises:
controlling the first communication unit so that the first com-
munication unit transmits a relay station handover request for
executing a relay station handover in which the first commu-
nication unit switches a connection destination or a terminal
handover request for executing a terminal handover in which
the radio terminal switches the connection destination, con-
trolling the first communication unit so that the first commu-
nication unit executes the relay station handover when the
first communication unit receives a response message indi-
cating that the relay station handover is allowed or instructed,
and controlling the second communication unit so that the
second communication unit transmits a terminal handover
instruction to the radio terminal when the first communica-
tion unit receives a response message indicating that the ter-
minal handover is allowed or instructed.

The present invention can provide a radio relay station and
a control method, which can improve a throughput of a radio
terminal by performing proper load balancing.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a drawing showing a configuration of a radio
communication system according to a first embodiment.

FIG. 2 is a drawing for illustrating a relay handover.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
relay node according to the first embodiment.

FIG. 4 is a sequence diagram showing an operation of the
radio communication system according to the first embodi-
ment.

FIG. 5 is a drawing for illustrating a terminal handover.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
relay node according to a second embodiment.

FIG. 7 is a sequence diagram showing an operation of a
radio communication system according to the second
embodiment.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
relay node according to a third embodiment.

FIG. 9 is a sequence diagram showing an entire operation
of a radio communication system according to the third
embodiment.

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
relay node according to a fourth embodiment.
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FIG. 11 is a sequence diagram showing an entire operation
of a radio communication system according to the fourth
embodiment.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart showing the detail of step S404 in
FIG. 11.

FIG. 13 is a flowchart showing the detail of step S409 of
FIG. 11.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Hereinafter, referring to the drawings, description is given
to a relay node equivalent to a radio relay station according to
the present invention and first to fourth and other embodi-
ments of a radio communication system including the relay
node. In the following description of the drawings in the
embodiments, same or similar reference numerals are given
to denote same or similar portions.

(1) First Embodiment

The first embodiment descries (1.1) Configuration of
Radio Communication System, (1.2) Configuration of Relay
Node, (1.3) Operation of Radio Communication System, and
(1.4) Effects of First Embodiment.

(1.1) Configuration of Radio Communication System

FIG. 1 is a drawing showing a configuration of a radio
communication system 1 according to the present embodi-
ment. The radio communication system 1 has a configuration
based on, for example, the LTE-Advanced which is regarded
as the fourth generation (4G) mobile phone system.

The radio communication system 1 has a radio base station
100A forming a cell C1 and a radio base station 100B forming
a cell C2. The cell C1 is a communication area in which
connection with the radio base station 100A is possible and
the cell C2 is a communication area in which connection with
the radio base station 100B is possible. The radio base sta-
tions 100A and 100B are macro base stations which respec-
tively form the cell 1 and the cell 2, both having a radius of
about a several hundred meters.

The cell C1 and the cell C2 are adjacent to each other with
one portion thereof being overlapped with each other, and in
the following, the radio base station 100B is referred to as “an
adjacent based station of a relay node 200” as need. Note that
although two radio base stations are illustrated in FIG. 1,
other radio base stations may be further installed adjacent to
the two base stations.

The radio base station 100A and the radio base station
100B are connected to each other via a backhaul network (not
shown) which is a wired communication network, so that
communications can be directly performed between the base
stations. In the LTE, such communication interface between
the radio base stations is referred to as an X2 interface.

The radio base station 100A is connected to radio terminals
300A to 300D and the relay node 200 via a radio link. The
radio terminals 300A to 300D directly communicate with the
radio base station 100A. The radio terminals in the present
embodiment are configured to be movable. The relay node
200 is installed in an end portion of the cell C1 and in a
vicinity of the cell C2.

The relay node 200 is connected to radio terminals 300E to
300G via the radio link. The relay node 200 is a radio relay
station to relay communications between the radio terminals
300E to 300G and the radio base station 100A. It is assumed
in the present embodiment that the relay node 200 is a fixed
type of relay node.

The radio terminals 300E to 300G indirectly communicate
with the radio base station 100A via the relay node 200. With
such relay transmission, the radio terminals 300E to 300G can
communicate with the radio base station 100A even in the
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outside of the cell C1. In the following description, the radio
terminals 300E to 300G which are connected to the relay node
200 are referred to as “radio terminals under the relay node
200” as needed.

The radio base station 100B is connected to radio terminals
300H and 3001 via a radio link. The radio terminals 300H and
3001 directly communicate with the radio base station 100B.
In the following description, when the radio base stations
100A and 100B are not distinguished from each other, they
are simply referred to as a “radio base station 100, and when
the radio terminals 300A to 3001 are not distinguished from
one another, they are simply referred to as “a radio terminal
3007

In the example of FIG. 1, there are 7 radio terminals which
directly or indirectly communicate with the radio base station
100A, and there are 2 radio terminals which communicate
with the radio base station 100B. For this reason, the radio
base station 100A is in a situation in which a load is higher
than that of the radio base station 100B.

When the load of the radio base station 100A is high (for
example, when an amount of traffic handled by the radio base
station 100A is large), few radio resources are allocated to the
relay node 200. Accordingly, a communication capacity
between the radio base station 100A and the relay node 200
becomes smaller, and a communication capacity between the
relay node 200 and the radio terminals 300E to 300G also
becomes smaller. Thus, a throughput of the radio terminals
300E to 300G becomes lower.

In the first embodiment, when the load of the radio base
station 100A is high, as shown in FIG. 2, in order to prevent
the throughput of the radio terminals 300E to 300G from
being lowered, a handover (hereinafter, a relay handover) in
which the relay node 200 switches a connection destination
from the radio base station 100A to an adjacent base station
(the radio base station 100B) is executed.

(1.2) Configuration of Relay Node

Next, the description is given to a configuration of the relay
node 200 according to the first embodiment. FIG. 3 is a block
diagram showing the configuration of the relay node 200
according to the first embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 3, the relay node 200 has a first commu-
nication unit 210, a second communication unit 220, a relay
unit 230, a controller 240, and a storage unit 250.

The first communication unit 210 is configured using, for
example, a RF circuit or a BB circuit, and performs transmis-
sion/reception with the radio base station 100. The first com-
munication unit 210 performs coding and modulation to con-
vert transmission data to a transmission signal, and performs
amplification and up-convert to convert the transmission sig-
nal to a radio signal to be transmitted from an antenna 211.
The first communication unit 210 performs amplification and
down-convert to convert the radio signal received by the
antenna 211 to a receiving signal, and performs demodulation
and decoding to convert the receiving signal to receiving data.

Also, the first communication unit 210 measures a radio
quality of the radio signal which is received by the first
communication unit 210. The radio quality means a received
signal strength indication (RSSI) of a reference signal which
is periodically transmitted from the radio base station 100 or
a carrier to interference plus noise ratio (CINR) of the refer-
ence signal.

The second communication unit 220 is configured using a
RF circuit or a BB circuit, and transmits/receives the radio
signal to/from the radio terminal 300. The second communi-
cation unit 220 performs coding and modulation to convert
transmission data to a transmission signal, and performs
amplification and up-convert to convert the transmission sig-
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nal to a radio signal to be transmitted from an antenna 221.
The second communication unit 220 performs amplification
and down-convert to convert the radio signal received by the
antenna 221 to a receiving signal, and performs demodulation
and decoding to convert the receiving signal to receiving data.

The relay unit 230 relays data between the first communi-
cation unit 210 and the second communication unit 220.
Specifically, the relay unit 230 relays the receiving data from
the first communication unit 210 to the second communica-
tion unit 220 as transmission data and relays the receiving
data from the second communication unit 220 to the first
communication unit 210 as transmission data.

The controller 240 is configured using, for example, a
CPU, and controls various kinds of functions which are
included in the relay node 200. The storage unit 250 is con-
figured using, for example, a memory and stores various
pieces of information to be used for controlling the relay node
200.

The controller 240 controls each of the first communica-
tion unit 210, the second communication unit 220, and the
relay unit 230. The controller 240 has a load calculation unit
241, a handover request unit 242, and a handover controller
243.

The load calculation unit 241 regularly calculates a relay
node load being a load of communications which are per-
formed between the second communication unit 220 and the
radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200. The relay node
load means herein a requisite amount of a radio resource (a
resource block) in the second communication unit 220 or an
amount of data (a traffic amount) to be transmitted/received
by the second communication unit 220. The relay node load is
anoverall load of the radio terminals under the relay node 200
and may be an uplink load or a down-link load.

Also, the load calculation unit 241 regularly calculates a
base station load being a load of communications which are
performed between the first communication unit 210 and the
radio base station 100A. The base station load means, for
example, an available amount of radio resource (resource
block) in the first communication unit 210 or an amount of
data (a traffic amount) transmittable/receivable by the first
communication unit 210. The base station load depends on a
state of the load of the radio base station 100A and may be an
uplink load or a down-link load.

When the relay node load is relatively higher than the base
station load, a throughput of the radio terminal 300 under the
relay node 200 becomes peaked. For this reason, in the
present embodiment, when the relay node load is higher than
aload allowable amount which is determined according to the
base station load, the handover request unit 242 controls the
first communication unit 210 so that the first communication
unit 210 can transmit a relay handover request for executing
a relay handover. The load allowable amount may be a value
per se of the base station load or may be a value slightly
smaller than the value of the base station load.

In addition, the handover request unit 242 controls the first
communication unit 210 so that the first communication unit
210 can transmit a relay handover request in which the relay
node load information indicating the relay node load is con-
tained. With this, a transmission destination of the relay han-
dover request can understand a required load based on the
received relay handover request.

Note that, there are two methods of designating a transmis-
sion destination of the relay handover request.

In a first transmission destination designation method, the
handover request unit 242 controls the first communication
unit 210 so that the first communication unit 210 can transmit
a relay handover request toward a relay handover candidate
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which is a handover candidate of the first communication unit
210. The relay handover candidate may be a predetermined
radio base station or may be a radio base station whose radio
quality measured by the first communication unit 210 is sat-
isfactory (but excluding the radio base station 100A). In the
case of the first transmission destination designation method,
the handover request unit 242 contains identification infor-
mation (DeNB PCID) identifying the relay handover candi-
date in the relay handover request. When receiving the relay
handover request, the radio base station 100A transfers the
relay handover request to the radio base station which is
identified by the identification information contained in the
relay handover request.

In a second transmission destination designation method, a
particular radio base station is not designated but any adjacent
base station of the radio base station 100A is designated. In
this case, the radio base station 100A which receives the relay
handover request determines a transfer destination of the
relay handover request. In the case of the second transmission
destination designation method, the handover request unit
242 contains information on the radio quality measured by
the first communication unit 210 in the relay handover
request. When receiving the relay handover request, the radio
base station 100A identifies the radio base station whose
radio quality is satisfactory for the relay node 200 based on
the information on the radio quality which is contained in the
relay handover request and transfers the relay handover
request to the identified radio base station.

When the first communication unit 210 received a han-
dover instruction to instruct the relay handover from the radio
base station 100A, the handover controller 243 controls the
first communication unit 210 so that the first communication
unit 210 can execute the relay handover. For example, the
handover instruction contains information to be used for com-
munications with a new connection destination (hereinafter, a
handover target).

By the control of the handover controller 243, the first
communication unit 210 terminates the communications with
the radio base station 100A and starts communications with
the handover target. When the first communication unit 210
communicates with the handover target, the relay unit 230
relays data to be exchanged between the handover target and
the radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200.

(1.3) Operation of Radio Communication System

Next, an operation of the radio communication system 1
according to the first embodiment is described. FIG. 4 is a
sequence diagram showing an operation of the radio commu-
nication system 1 according to the first embodiment. Here,
the description is given to an example in which the relay node
200 performs a relay handover from the radio base station
100A to the radio base station 100B.

At step S201, the first communication unit 210 of the relay
node 200 regards the radio base station 100A as a connection
destination and performs communications with the radio base
station 100A.

At step S202, the second communication unit 220 of the
relay node 200 communicates with the radio terminal 300
which is a connection destination of the radio terminal 300
under the relay node 200 and is the radio terminal 300 under
the relay node 200.

At step S203, the handover request unit 242 of the relay
node 200 compares the relay node load with the load allow-
able amount. When the relay node load exceeds the load
allowable amount, at step S204, the handover request unit 242
of the relay node 200 controls the first communication unit
210 so that the first communication unit 210 can transmit a
relay handover request to the radio base station 100A. The
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relay handover request transmitted from the first communi-
cation unit 210 is received by the radio base station 100A via
the radio link.

At step S205, the radio base station 100A transmits the
relay handover request to the radio base station 100B accord-
ing to the first transmission destination determination method
or the second transmission destination determination method.
The radio base station 100B receives the relay handover
request via the X2 interface.

At step S206, based on the received relay handover request,
the radio base station 100B determines whether or not to
accept the relay node 200. For example, when a result
obtained by adding the relay node load acquired from the
relay handover request to the load of the radio base station
100B is equal to or smaller than a predetermined threshold,
the radio base station 100B determines that the relay node 200
is to be accepted.

When it is determined that the relay node 200 is to be
accepted (Step S207; YES), at step S208, the radio base
station 100B transmits a handover command to instruct the
relay handover to the radio base station 100A. The radio base
station 100A receives the handover command via the X2
interface.

At step S209, the radio base station 100A transmits the
handover instruction to instruct the relay handover to the
relay node 200. The first communication unit 210 of the relay
node 200 receives the handover instruction via the radio link.

At step S210, the handover controller 243 of the relay node
200 controls the first communication unit 210 so that the first
communication unit 210 can execute the relay handover to the
radio base station 100B.

At step S211, the first communication unit 210 of the relay
node 200 communicates with the radio base station 100B
regarding the radio base station 100B as a new connection
destination.

(1.4) Effects of First Embodiment

As described above, according to the first embodiment, a
relay handover request to execute a relay handover is trans-
mitted to the radio base station 100 A when the relay node load
exceeds the load allowable amount.

When the relay handover is accepted by the radio base
station 100B, the relay node 200 executes the relay handover
to the radio base station 100B according to the handover
instruction. Then, the relay node 200 relays data to be
exchanged between the radio base station 100B in the han-
dover target and the radio terminal 300 under the relay node
200.

Accordingly, the relay node 200 can perform the handover
to the radio base station 100B whose load is smaller than that
of the radio base station 100A. Thus, the communication
capacity of the radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200
can be increased after the handover, and thus the throughput
of the radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200 can be
improved.

Also, since the load of the radio terminal 300 under the
relay node 200 is reduced, the radio base station 100A also
improves the throughput of the radio terminals 300A to 300D
which directly communicate with the radio base station
100A.

In the present embodiment, the relay node 200 transmits
the relay handover request toward the relay handover candi-
date. For this reason, the relay handover request can be trans-
mitted to the relay handover candidate, and whether the relay
handover is accepted or not can be asked of the relay handover
candidate.

In the present embodiment, the relay node 200 transmits
the relay handover request in which the relay node load infor-
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mation indicating the relay node load is contained. Accord-
ingly, the relay handover candidate can determine the accep-
tance in consideration of the relay node load. Thus, the load in
the handover target after the relay handover can be prevented
from becoming excessively high.

Note that since a plurality of the radio terminals 300 can be
connected to the relay node 200, the effect of reducing the
load of the radio base station 100A by the relay handover is
large. Also, itis assumed that the relay node 200 is installed in
the cell edge or the overage hole, and the relay node 200 has
an advanced radio communication function. Thus, it is likely
that the relay node 200 can achieve a preferable communica-
tion even after the handover.

(2) Second Embodiment

Hereinafter, the second embodiment is described in the
order of (2.1) Configuration of Relay node, (2.2) Operation of
Radio Communication System, and (2.3) Effects of Second
Embodiment. However, the description is given to portions
different from those of the first embodiment, and the dupli-
cated description is omitted.

In the second embodiment, as shown in FIG. 5, the descrip-
tion is mainly given to a terminal handover in which a radio
terminal 300 under a relay node 200 switches a connection
destination from aradio base station 100A to an adjacent base
station (such as a radio base station 100B) of the radio base
station 100A.

(2.1) Configuration of Relay Node

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing a configuration of the
relay node 200 according to the second embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 6, the relay node 200 according to the
second embodiment has a controller 240 with a configuration
different from that of the controller 240 of the first embodi-
ment. Also, a second communication unit 220 receives a
measurement result notification indicating a measurement
result of a radio quality which is measured by each radio
terminal 300 under the relay node 200.

The controller 240 has a load calculation unit 241, a han-
dover request unit 242, and a handover instruction unit 244.

The load calculation unit 241 has a function to calculate a
terminal load being a load per radio terminal 300 under the
relay node 200 in addition to the functions described in the
first embodiment. The terminal load means an individual load
of communications between each radio terminal 300 under
the relay node 200 and the second communication unit 220.

In the present embodiment, when a relay node load is
higher than a load allowable amount, the handover request
unit 242 controls the first communication unit 210 so that at
least one radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200 trans-
mits a terminal handover request for executing a terminal
handover to the radio base station 100A.

The number of radio terminals to execute the terminal
handover may be determined according to the relay node
load. For example, the minimum number of radio terminals
making the relay node load smaller than the load allowable
amount may be caused to execute the terminal handover. Such
a method is described in a fourth embodiment.

Also, the handover request unit 242 controls the first com-
munication unit 210 so that the first communication unit 210
can transmit a terminal handover request in which the termi-
nal load information indicating a terminal load corresponding
to the radio terminal to be caused to execute the terminal
handover is contained.

Note that similar to the first embodiment, there are two
methods of designating a transmission destination of the ter-
minal handover request.

In a first transmission destination designation method, the
handover request unit 242 controls the first communication
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unit 210 so that the first communication unit 210 can transmit
a terminal handover request toward a terminal handover can-
didate being a handover candidate of the radio terminal 300
under the relay node 200. The terminal handover candidate
may be a predetermined radio base station or may be a radio
base station whose radio quality which is shown by the mea-
surement result notification received by the second commu-
nication unit 220 is satisfactory (but excluding the radio base
station 100A). In the case of the first transmission destination
designation method, the handover request unit 242 contains
identification information (DeNB PCID) identifying the ter-
minal handover candidate in the terminal handover request.
When receiving the terminal handover request, the radio base
station 100A transfers the terminal handover request to the
radio base station which is identified by the identification
information contained in the terminal handover request.

In a second transmission destination designation method, a
particular radio base station is not designated but any adjacent
base station of the radio base station 100A is designated. In
this case, the radio base station 100A which receives the
terminal handover request determines a transfer destination
of the terminal handover request. In the case of the second
transmission destination designation method, the handover
request unit 242 contains the radio quality information which
is indicated by the measurement result notification received
by the second communication unit 220 in the terminal han-
dover request. When receiving the terminal handover request,
the radio base station 100A identifies the radio base station
whose radio quality is satisfactory for the radio terminal 300
under the relay node 200 based on the radio quality informa-
tion which is contained in the terminal handover request and
transfers the terminal handover request to the identified radio
base station.

When the first communication unit 210 received a han-
dover instruction to instruct the terminal handover from the
radio base station 100A, the handover instruction unit 244
controls the second communication unit 220 so that the sec-
ond communication unit 220 can transmit a terminal han-
dover instruction corresponding to the received handover
instruction to the radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200.
For example, the handover instruction contains information
(such as identification information of the handover target or
channel information) to be used for communications with the
handover target.

The radio terminal 300 which received the terminal han-
dover instruction terminates the communication with the
relay node 200 and starts the communication with the han-
dover target.

(2.2) Operation of Radio Communication System

Next, an operation of the radio communication system 1
according to the second embodiment is described. FIG. 7 is a
sequence diagram showing an operation of the radio commu-
nication system 1 according to the second embodiment. Here,
the description is given to an example in which a radio termi-
nal 300F under the relay node 200 performs a relay handover
from the relay node 200 to the radio base station 100B (see,
FIG. 5).

Step S201 and step S202 are similar to those of the first
embodiment.

At step S203, the handover request unit 242 of the relay
node 200 compares a relay node load with a load allowable
amount. When the relay node load exceeds the load allowable
amount, at step S204, the handover request unit 242 of the
relay node 200 controls the first communication unit 210 so
that the first communication unit 210 can transmit the termi-
nal handover request containing the load information of the
radio terminal 300E to the radio base station 100A. The
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terminal handover request transmitted from the first commu-
nication unit 210 is received by the radio base station 100A
via the radio link.

At step S205, the radio base station 100A transmits the
terminal handover request to the radio base station 100B
according to the first transmission destination designation
method or the second transmission destination designation
method. The radio base station 100B receives the terminal
handover request via the X2 interface.

At step S206, the radio base station 100B determines
whether or not to accept the radio terminal 300E based on the
received terminal handover request. For example, when the
result obtained by adding the load of the radio terminal 300E
acquired from the terminal handover request to the load of the
radio base station 100B is equal to or smaller than a prede-
termined threshold, the radio base station 100B determines
that the relay node 200 is to be accepted.

When it is determined that the radio terminal 300E is
accepted (Step S207; YES), at step S208, the radio base
station 100B transmits a handover command to instruct the
terminal handover to the radio base station 100A. The radio
base station 100 A receives the handover command via the X2
interface.

At step S209, the radio base station 100A transmits the
handover instruction to instruct the terminal handover to the
relay node 200. The first communication unit 210 of the relay
node 200 receives the handover instruction via the radio link.

At step S210, the handover controller 243 of the relay node
200 controls the second communication unit 220 so that the
second communication unit 220 can transmit the terminal
handover instruction corresponding to the received handover
instruction to the radio terminal 300E. The radio terminal
300E receives the handover instruction via the radio link and
performs the terminal handover according to the handover
instruction (Step S211).

At step S212, the radio terminal 300E communicates with
the radio base station 100B regarding the radio base station
100B as a new connection destination (a handover target).

(2.3) Effects of Second Embodiment

As described above, according to the second embodiment,
when the relay node load exceeds the load allowable amount,
the relay node 200 transmits the terminal handover request for
executing the terminal handover to the radio base station
100A. The radio base station 100A receives the terminal
handover and transmits it to the radio base station 100B.

When the radio base station 100B accepts the terminal
handover, the relay node 200 receives the handover instruc-
tion to instruct the terminal handover, and transmits the han-
dover instruction to the radio terminal 300 under the relay
node 200. The radio terminal 300 which received the han-
dover instruction executes the terminal handover.

Accordingly, the radio terminal 300 under the relay node
200 can perform the handover to the radio base station 100B
whose load is small, so that a communication capacity of the
radio terminal 300 can be increased after the handover, and
thus a throughput can be improved.

In the present embodiment, the relay node 200 transmits
the terminal handover request toward the terminal handover
candidate. For this reason, the terminal handover request can
be transmitted to the terminal handover candidate, and
whether the terminal handover is accepted or not can be asked
of the terminal handover candidate.

In the present embodiment, the relay node 200 transmits
the terminal handover request in which the terminal load
information indicating a load for each radio terminal 300 is
contained. Accordingly, the terminal handover candidate can
determine the acceptance in consideration of the terminal
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load. Thus, the load in the handover target after the terminal
handover can be prevented from becoming excessively high.

(3) Third Embodiment

Hereinafter, a third embodiment is described in the order of
(3.1) Configuration of Relay Node, (3.2) Operation of Radio
Communication System, and (3.3) Effects of Third Embodi-
ment. However, the description is given to portions different
from those of the first embodiment and the second embodi-
ment, and the duplicated description is omitted.

(3.1) Configuration of Relay Node

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
relay node 200 according to a third embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 8, the relay node 200 according to the
third embodiment has a controller 240 whose configuration is
different from that of the controller 240 in the first embodi-
ment and the second embodiment.

The controller 240 has a load calculation unit 241, a noti-
fication request unit 245, a handover determination unit 249,
a handover target determination unit 246, a handover request
unit 242, a handover controller 243, and a handover instruc-
tion unit 244.

The load calculation unit 241 has functions similar to those
of the first embodiment and the second embodiment.

The notification request unit 245 controls the first commu-
nication unit 210 so that the first communication unit 210 can
transmit a load notification request for requesting a load noti-
fication of each of a terminal handover candidate and a relay
handover candidate. It is assumed that the above-described
first transmission designation method is applied to the load
notification request.

The handover determination unit 249 determines whether
or not to execute a terminal handover or a relay handover
based on the load notification which is received by the first
communication unit 210. For example, when a load of each of
the terminal handover candidate and the relay handover can-
didate is higher than a predetermined amount, the handover
target determination unit 246 determines that neither the ter-
minal handover nor the relay handover is to be executed.

The handover target determination unit 246 determines a
handover target based on the load notification which is
received by the first communication unit 210. For example, as
a handover target, the handover target determination unit 246
determines one having the smallest load or a smaller load than
a predetermined amount from the terminal handover candi-
date and the relay handover candidate.

When the relay node load exceeds a load allowable amount
and it is determined that the terminal handover or the relay
handover is executed, the handover request unit 242 transmits
a handover request. The handover request 242 controls the
first communication unit 210 so that the first communication
unit 210 can transmit the handover request toward the han-
dover target determined by the handover target determination
unit 246. Specifically, the handover request unit 242 contains
identification information identifying the determined han-
dover target in the handover request.

When the first communication unit 210 received the han-
dover instruction to instruct the relay handover, the handover
controller 243 controls the first communication unit 210 so
that the first communication unit 210 can execute the relay
handover.

When the first communication unit 210 received the han-
dover instruction to instruct the terminal handover, the han-
dover instruction unit 244 controls the second communica-
tion unit 220 so that the second communication unit 220 can
transmit a terminal handover instruction to the radio terminal
300 under the relay node 200.
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Other configurations are same as those of the first embodi-
ment and the second embodiment.

(3.2) Operation of Radio Communication System

FIG. 9 is a sequence diagram showing an entire operation
of the radio communication system 1 according to the third
embodiment.

Steps S301 and S302 are similar to those of the above-
described embodiments.

When the relay node load exceeds the load allowable
amount (Step S303; YES), at step S304, the notification
request unit 245 of the relay node 200 controls the first com-
munication unit 210 so that the first communication unit 210
can transmit a load notification request for requesting a load
notification of each of the terminal handover candidate and
the relay handover candidate. The first communication unit
210 transmits the load notification request to the radio base
station 100A. The radio base station 100A receives the load
notification request via the radio link.

Atstep S305, the radio base station 100 A transmits the load
notification request to the radio base station 100B based on
the identification information contained in the received load
notification request. The radio base station 100B receives the
load notification request via the X2 interface.

Atstep S306, the radio base station 100B transmits the load
notification notifying the load of the radio base station 100B
to the radio base station 100A. The radio base station 100A
receives the load notification via the X2 interface.

Atstep S307, theradio base station 100 A transmits the load
notification to the relay node 200. The first communication
unit 210 of the relay node 200 receives the load notification
via the radio link.

At step S308, the handover determination unit 249 and
handover target determination unit 246 of the relay node 200
determine a handover target from each of the terminal han-
dover candidate and the relay handover candidate. Here, it is
assumed that the radio base station 100B is determined as a
handover target.

At step S309, the handover request unit 242 of the relay
node 200 controls the first communication unit 210 so that the
first communication unit 210 can transmit a handover request
toward the determined handover target. The first communi-
cation unit 210 transmits the handover request to the radio
base station 100A. The radio base station 100A receives a
handover request via the radio link.

At step S310, the radio base station 100A transmits the
handover request to the radio base station 100B based on the
identification information of the handover target which is
contained in the received handover request. The radio base
station 100B receives the handover request via the X2 inter-
face.

At step S311, the radio base station 100B transmits a han-
dover command to accept the handover to the radio base
station 100A. The radio base station 100A receives the han-
dover command via the X2 interface.

At step S312, the radio base station 100A transmits the
handover instruction to the relay node 200. The first commu-
nication unit 210 of the relay node 200 receives the handover
instruction via the radio link.

When the handover instruction received by the first com-
munication unit 210 of the relay node 200 is a handover
instruction to the relay node 200 (S313; YES), at step S314,
the handover controller 243 of'the relay node 200 controls the
first communication unit 210 so that the first communication
unit 210 can perform the relay handover from the radio base
station 100A to the radio base station 100B according to the
handover instruction.
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When the handover instruction received by the first com-
munication unit 210 is a handover instruction to the radio
terminal 300 under the relay node 200 (step S313; NO), at
step S315, the handover instruction unit 244 of the relay node
200 controls the second communication unit 220 so that the
second communication unit 220 can transmit a handover
instruction to the appropriate radio terminal. The second
communication unit 220 transmits the handover instruction.
The radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200, which
received the handover instruction, executes the terminal han-
dover from the radio base station 100A to the radio base
station 100B.

Note that in the present operational sequence, the relay
node 200 transmits the load notification request at YES of step
S303, but the load notification request may be regularly trans-
mitted. In this case, a load state of the handover candidate can
be known in advance and processing relating to the handover
can be completed earlier.

(3.3) Effects of Third Embodiment

As described above, the relay node 200 determines the
handover target based on the load notification which is
received by the first communication unit 210, and transmits a
handover request to the determined handover target. Accord-
ingly, the handover target is determined in consideration of
the load of the handover candidate, so that a proper handover
target can be determined.

In the present embodiment, as the handover target, the
relay node 200 determines the handover candidate having the
smallest load or a smaller load than a predetermined amount
among the handover candidates. This can prevent the load of
the handover target after the handover from being excessively
high.

In the present embodiment, the relay node 200 determines
whether or not to execute the handover based on the load
notification received by the first communication unit 210.
This can stop the handover to any of the handover candidates
in a state where the loads of all the handover candidates are
high.

(4) Fourth Embodiment

Hereinafter, a fourth embodiment is described in the order
of (4.1) Configuration of Relay Node, (4.2) Operation of
Radio Communication System, and (4.3) Effects of Fourth
Embodiment. However, portions different from those of the
first embodiment to the third embodiments are described, and
the duplicated description is omitted.

(4.1) Configuration of Relay Node

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
relay node 200 according to a fourth embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 10, the relay node 200 according to the
fourth embodiment has a controller 240 with a configuration
different from that of the controller 240 in the first to third
embodiments. The controller 240 has a load calculation unit
241, a handover candidate determination unit 247, a notifica-
tion request unit 245, a handover determination unit 249, a
terminal determination unit 248, a handover request unit 242,
a handover controller 243, and a handover instruction unit
244. Here, the description is briefly given to portions different
from those of the third embodiment.

The handover determination unit 249 calculates a load of a
relay handover candidate that the relay handover candidate
may have if a relay handover to the relay handover candidate
is executed based on a load notification and a relay node load,
and determines whether or not to execute the relay handover
based on the calculated load. The handover request unit 242
controls the first communication unit 210 so that the first



US 9,191,094 B2

15

communication unit 210 can transmit a relay handover
request when it is determined that the relay handover is to be
executed.

When it is determined that the relay handover is not to be
executed, based on a relay node load and a terminal load
which is a load for each radio terminal, the terminal determi-
nation unit 248 determines at least one radio terminal to be
caused to perform the terminal handover so as to keep the
relay node load equal to or smaller than a load allowable
amount.

(4.2) Operation of Radio Communication System

Hereinafter, an operation of a radio communication system
1 according to the fourth embodiment is described in the order
of (4.2.1) Entire Operation, (4.2.2) Handover Candidate
Determination Processing, and (4.2.3) Handover Destination
Determination Processing.

(4.2.1) Entire Operation

FIG. 11 is a sequence diagram showing an entire operation
of the radio communication system 1 according to the fourth
embodiment.

Steps S401 to S403 are similar to those of the above-
described embodiments.

At step S404, the handover candidate determination unit
247 of the relay node 200 determines a handover candidate.
Here, it is assumed that the radio base station 100B is deter-
mined as a handover candidate. The details of step S404 are
described later.

At step S405, the notification request unit 245 of the relay
node 200 controls the first communication unit 210 so that the
first communication unit 210 can transmit a load notification
request for requesting a load notification notifying a load of
the handover candidate. The first communication unit 210
transmits the load notification request to the radio base station
100A. The radio base station 100A receives the load notifi-
cation request via a radio link.

Atstep S406, the radio base station 100 A transmits the load
notification request to the radio base station 100B based on
identification information contained in the received load noti-
fication request. The radio base station 100B receives the load
notification request via an X2 interface.

Atstep S407, the radio base station 100B transmits the load
notification notifying the load of the radio base station 100B
to the radio base station 100A. The radio base station 100A
receives the load notification via the X2 interface.

Atstep S408, the radio base station 100 A transmits the load
notification to the relay node 200. The first communication
unit 210 of the relay node 200 receives the load notification
via the radio link.

At step S409, the handover determination unit 249 of the
relay node 200, the handover target determination unit 246,
and the terminal determination unit 248 determine a node (a
radio terminal or a relay node) supposed to perform handover
among the relay node 200 and the radio terminals 300 under
the relay node 200, and determine a handover target. Here, it
is assumed that the radio base station 100B is determined as a
handover target. The details of step S409 are described later.

At step S410, the handover request unit 242 of the relay
node 200 controls the first communication unit 210 so that the
first communication unit 210 can transmit a handover request
toward the determined handover target. The first communi-
cation unit 210 transmits the handover request to the radio
base station 100A. The radio base station 100A receives the
handover request via the radio link.

At step S411, the radio base station 100A transmits the
handover request to the radio base station 100B based on
identification information of the handover target, which is
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contained in the received handover request. The radio base
station 100B receives the handover request via the X2 inter-
face.

At step S412, the radio base station 100B transmits a han-
dover command to accept the handover to the radio base
station 100A. The radio base station 100A receives the han-
dover command via the X2 interface.

At step S413, the radio base station 100A transmits a
handover command to the relay node 200. The first commu-
nication unit 210 of the relay node 200 receives the handover
command via the radio link.

When the handover instruction received by the first com-
munication unit 210 of the relay node 200 is a handover
instruction to the relay node 200 (Step S414; YES), at step
S415, the handover controller 243 of the relay node 200
controls the first communication unit 210 so that the first
communication unit 210 can perform the relay handover from
the radio base station 100A to the radio base station 100B
according to the handover instruction.

When the handover instruction received by the first com-
munication unit 210 is a handover instruction to the radio
terminal 300 under the relay node 200 (step S414; NO), at
step S416, the handover instruction unit 244 of the relay node
200 controls the second communication unit 220 so that the
second communication unit 220 can transmit a handover
instruction to the appropriate radio terminal. The second
communication unit 220 transmits the handover instruction.
The radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200, which
received the handover instruction, executes the terminal han-
dover from the radio base station 100A to the radio base
station 100B.

(4.2.2) Handover Candidate Determination Processing

Hereinafter, handover candidate determination processing,
i.e., step S404 of FIG. 11 is described in detail. FIG. 12 is a
flowchart showing the details of step S404 of FIG. 11.

The first communication unit 210 of the relay node 200
measures a radio quality of a received radio signal and notifies
the handover candidate determination unit 247 of the mea-
sured result. At step S501, the handover candidate determi-
nation unit 247 determines one whose radio quality is the best
as a first candidate of the handover candidate (a relay han-
dover candidate) among the radio base stations other than the
radio base station 100A. However, when a radio quality of the
radio base stations other than the radio base station 100A
cannot be measured, or even though the measurement can be
made but when the measured quality is equal to or lower than
a predetermined quality, it is assumed that there is no first
candidate.

The second communication unit 220 of the relay node 200
regularly receives a measurement result notification indicat-
ing a measurement result of the radio quality of the radio
signal which is received by the radio terminal 300 under the
relay node 200 from the radio terminal 300 under the relay
node 200. At step S502, the handover candidate determina-
tion unit 247 determines a handover candidate of each radio
terminal 300 under the relay node 200 based on the measure-
ment result notification received by the second communica-
tion unit 220. Specifically, a radio base station whose radio
quality is the best for each radio terminal 300 under the relay
node 200 is determined as a handover candidate. When the
radio quality of the radio base station cannot be measured, or
even through the measurement can be made but when the
measured quality is equal to or lower than a predetermined
quality, it is assumed that there is no handover candidate for
the radio terminal.

At step S503, the handover candidate determination unit
247 gives priority to a second candidate, a third candidate, . .
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.an n-th candidate in descending order of radio quality among
the handover candidates listed at step S502.

By the processing at step S501 to step S503, the first
candidate to the n-th candidate are determined.

(4.2.3) Handover Destination Determination Processing

Hereinafter, handover destination determination process-
ing, i.e., step S409 of FIG. 11 is described in detail. F1IG. 13 is
a flowchart showing the details of step S409.

Atstep S601, the load calculation unit 241 calculates a load
(a terminal load) of each radio terminal 300 under the relay
node 200.

At step S602, the load calculation unit 241 and the han-
dover determination unit 249 calculate a load of the first
candidate that the first candidate may have if the relay node
200 executes the handover to the first candidate based on the
load of the first candidate corresponding to the load notifica-
tion received at step S408 and the relay node load.

At step S603, the handover determination unit 249 deter-
mines whether the relay node 200 can execute the handover to
the first candidate based on the load of the handover target,
calculated at step S602. For example, the handover determi-
nation unit 249 determines that the handover can be executed
when the load of the first candidate is equal to or smaller than
apredetermined value, and, in other cases, determines that the
handover cannot be executed.

When it is determined that the handover to the first candi-
date can be executed, the handover target determination unit
246 determines the first candidate as a handover target of the
relay node 200. When it is determined that the handover to the
first candidate cannot be executed, the handover of the relay
node 200 is gave up and determination of handover for each
radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200 is performed after
step S604.

At step S605, the n showing a candidate is set to 2.

At step S606, the load calculation unit 241 and the han-
dover determination unit 249 calculate a load of the n-th
candidate that the n-th candidate may have if the radio termi-
nal corresponding to the n-th candidate performs handover to
the n-th candidate based on the terminal load of the radio
terminal corresponding to the n-th candidate (here the second
candidate) and the load of the n-th candidate corresponding to
the load notification received at step S408.

At step S606, the handover determination unit 249 deter-
mines whether the radio terminal corresponding to the n-th
candidate can execute the handover to the n-th candidate
based on the load of the n-th candidate calculated at step
S656. For example, the handover controller 132 determines
that the handover is possible when the calculated load of the
n-th candidate is equal to or smaller than a predetermined
value, and, in other cases, determines that the handover is
impossible. When it is determined that the handover to the
n-th candidate is possible, the handover target determination
unit 246 determines the n-th candidate as the handover target
of the radio terminal.

At step S607, the radio terminal performs handover to the
handover target (the n-th candidate), so that the terminal
determination unit 248 determines whether the relay node
load of the relay node 200 becomes equal to or smaller than a
predetermined value. When the relay node load becomes
equal to or smaller than a predetermined value, the terminal
determination unit 248 determines the radio terminal as a
node to be caused to execute handover, and the handover
target determination unit 246 determines the n-th candidate as
the handover target, and terminates the processing.

On the other hand, when it is determined that the handover
to the n-th candidate is impossible, the handover determina-
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tion unit 249 sets n=n+1 at step S608, and proceeds to deter-
mination processing for a next candidate.

At step S609, it is determined that processing for all the
candidates has been completed, and when there is a candidate
whose processing has not been completed, the step returns to
step S605.

When the processing for all the candidates has been com-
pleted (step S609; NO) and when the handover target has been
determined by the processing so far, the terminal determina-
tion unit 248 determines the radio terminal corresponding to
the determined handover target as a node to be caused to
perform the handover. When the processing for all the candi-
dates has been completed (step S609; NO) and when a han-
dover target has not been determined by the processing so far,
the processing is terminated as there is no handover target.

Note that if the processing is finished with YES at step
S607, the load of the relay node 200 is equal to or smaller than
apredetermined value, while ifthe processing is finished with
NO at step S607, the load of the relay node 200 is not equal to
or smaller than a predetermined value. When the load of the
relay node 200 is lowered by changing the radio terminal 300
under the relay node 200 to the terminal handover candidate,
the relay node 200 may be changed to the relay handover
candidate.

(4.3) Effects of Fourth Embodiment

As described above, according to the fourth embodiment,
the relay node 200 can calculate a load of the relay handover
candidate after the relay handover in advance, and executes a
relay handover if the calculated load is about an allowable
level and does not execute the relay handover if the load after
the relay handover is not an allowable level.

The relay handover results in rapidly increasing the load in
the handover target. Accordingly, the relay node 200 does not
execute the relay handover to the radio base station 100B
under the circumstance where the load of the radio base
station 100B is high, but executes the terminal handover for
each radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200.

At that time, the relay node 200 causes at least one radio
terminal to perform handover among the radio terminals 300
under the relay node 200. Accordingly, a radio terminal to be
caused to perform handover can be determined so that the
balance between the load of the relay node 200 and the load of
the handover target becomes optimum after the terminal han-
dover.

(5) Other Embodiments

As described above, the present invention has been
described according to the embodiments. However, it should
not be understood that discussion and drawing which consti-
tute one part of this disclosure limit the invention. Various
alternative embodiments, examples, operational techniques
will be apparent for those who are in the art from this disclo-
sure. For example, the first to fourth and other embodiments
may be implemented in combination with one another.

Hereinafter, modifications of the above-described embodi-
ments are described.

(5.1) Modification 1

In the above-described embodiments, at steps S103, S203,
S303, and S403, the determined ifthe relay node load exceeds
the load allowable amount is made. However, instead of the
determination, the following determination may be made.

For example, when a relay node load rapidly increases,
even before the relay node load exceeds the load allowable
amount, it is predicted that the relay node load would exceed
the load allowable amount, and the processing may proceed to
processing of a handover request, a load notification request,
or the like. For example, when an increased amount of the
relay node load per unit time exceeds a predetermined
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increased amount, it can be predicted that the relay node load
would exceed the load allowable amount. With this method,
the handover processing according to the above-described
embodiments can be started earlier.

Alternatively, the following method can be adopted as a
method of predicting that a relay node load exceeds a load
allowable amount. Data which is received by relay node 200
from the first communication unit 210 is once stored in the
storage unit 250 as a transmission buffer before being trans-
mitted from the second communication unit 220. However,
when an availability of radio resources of the second com-
munication unit 220 is small and an amount of data which can
be transmitted/received by the second communication unit
220 is small, the data is stored in the storage unit 250 as a
transmission buffer. For this reason, it may be predicted that
the relay node load would exceed the load allowable amount
based on a predicted criteria that the data accumulated
amount of the transmission buffer exceeds a predetermined
amount.

(5.2) Modification 2

In the above-described second to fourth embodiments, the
processing relating to the terminal handover is performed in
consideration of a load and radio quality of each radio termi-
nal 300 under the relay node 200. However, the processing
relating to the terminal handover may be performed in further
consideration of a remaining battery level of each radio ter-
minal 300 under the relay node 200.

Specifically, the second communication unit 220 receives a
battery notification indicating a remaining battery level of the
radio terminal 300 under the relay node 200 for each radio
terminal. The terminal determination unit 248 preferentially
determines a radio terminal with a higher remaining battery
level as a radio terminal to be caused to execute the terminal
handover based on the battery notification received by the
second communication unit 220.

For example, at step S503 of FIG. 12, the terminal deter-
mination unit 248 may give priority to the handover candi-
dates based on the remaining battery level. The radio terminal
300 with a lower remaining battery level requires smaller
transmission power when it is connected to the relay node 200
closer than the radio base station 100A. Thus, this can result
in the battery saving of the radio terminal 300 with a lower
remaining battery level.

(5.3) Modification 3

In the above-described embodiments, the relay node 200 is
described as a fixed type of relay node. However, it may be
configured to be movable. Also, in the above-described
embodiments, a handover candidate or a handover target is
determined in consideration of a radio quality of the relay
node 200. However, with regard to the fixed type of relay node
200, a handover candidate or a handover target may be deter-
mined in advance.

(5.4) Modification 4

In the above-described embodiments, the case where the
relay node 200 and the radio terminal 300 under the relay
node 200 perform a handover to an adjacent base station (the
radio base station 100B) is illustrated. However, the handover
target of the relay node 200 and the radio terminal 300 under
the relay node 200 is not limited to a radio base station but
may be a relay node. When the relay node 200 performs a
handover to another relay node, the first communication unit
210 of'the relay node 200 performs communications with the
other relay node regarding the other relay node as a connec-
tion destination.

(5.5) Modification 5

In the above-described embodiments, the case where the
relay node 200 receives a handover instruction from the radio
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base station 100A is illustrated. However, instead of such a
forceful handover instruction, a message indicating the
allowance of the handover may be used.

It should be understood that the present invention includes
various embodiments which are not described herein.

Accordingly, the present invention is only limited by the
scope of claims and matters specifying the invention, which
are appropriate from this disclosure.

Note that the contents of Japan Patent Application No.
2010-14701 (filed on Jan. 26, 2010) are hereby incorporated
by reference in their entirety.

Industrial Applicability

As described above, a radio relay station and a control
method according to the present invention can improve a
throughput of a radio terminal by performing proper load
balancing. Thus, the present invention is useful in a radio
communication such as a mobile communication.

The invention claimed is:

1. A radio relay station, comprising:

a first communication unit configured to communicate
with a radio base station or a different radio relay station
as a connection destination;

a second communication unit configured to communicate
with at least one radio terminal;

a relay unit configured to relay data to be exchanged
between a connection destination of the first communi-
cation unit and the radio terminal; and

a controller configured to control the first communication
unit and the second communication unit, wherein

the controller comprises:

a handover request unit configured to control the first com-
munication unit so that the first communication unit
transmits a relay station handover request for executing
a relay station handover in which the first communica-
tion unit switches the connection destination or a termi-
nal handover request for executing a terminal handover
in which the radio terminal switches a connection des-
tination;

a handover controller configured to control the first com-
munication unit so that the first communication unit
executes the relay station handover when the first com-
munication unit receives a response message indicating
that the relay station handover is allowed or instructed;
and

a handover instruction unit configured to control the sec-
ond communication unit so that the second communica-
tion unit transmits a terminal handover instruction to the
radio terminal when the first communication unit
receives a response message indicating that the terminal
handover is allowed or instructed, wherein

the handover request unit is configured to control the first
communication unit so that the first communication unit
transmits the relay station handover request or the ter-
minal handover request when a relay station load that is
a load of a communication performed by the second
communication unit with the radio terminal exceeds a
load acceptable amount determined according to a load
of a connection destination of the first communication
unit or when it is predicted that the relay station load
exceeds the load acceptable amount.

2. The radio relay station according to claim 1, wherein

the controller further comprises:

a notification request unit configured to control the first
communication unit so that the first communication
unit transmits a load notification request for request-
ing arelay station load notification and a terminal load
notification, the relay station load notification notify-
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ing a load of a relay station handover candidate that is
a candidate of'a new connection destination of the first
communication unit, the terminal load notification
notifying a load of a terminal handover candidate that
is a candidate of a new connection destination of the
radio terminal; and

a handover determination unit configured to determine
whether or not to execute the relay station handover
based on the relay station load notification received by
the first communication unit, wherein

the handover request unit controls the first communication

unit so that the first communication unit transmits the
relay station handover request when it is determined that
the relay station handover is to be executed.

3. The radio relay station according to claim 2, wherein the
handover determination unit calculates a load of the relay
station handover candidate that the relay station will have
after the relay station handover to the relay station handover
candidate based on the relay station load notification and the
relay station load, and determines whether or not to execute
the relay station handover based on the calculated load.

4. The radio relay station according to claim 2, wherein the
handover request unit controls the first communication unit so
that the first communication unit transmits the terminal han-
dover request when it is determined that the relay station
handover is not to be executed.

5. The radio relay station according to claim 1, wherein the
controller further comprises a terminal determination unit
which determines at least one radio terminal to be caused to
execute the terminal handover so as to keep the relay station
load equal to or smaller than the load allowable amount based
on the relay station load and a terminal load that is a load of
each radio terminal.
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6. A control method for a radio relay station which com-
prises a first communication unit configured to communicate
with a radio base station or a different radio relay station as a
connection destination, a second communication unit config-
ured to communicate with at least one radio terminal, and a
relay unit configured to relay data to be exchanged between a
connection destination of the first communication unit and
the radio terminal, the control method comprising:

controlling the first communication unit so that the first

communication unit transmits a relay station handover
request for executing a relay station handover in which
the first communication unit switches a connection des-
tination or a terminal handover request for executing a
terminal handover in which the radio terminal switches
the connection destination, when a relay station load that
is a load of a communication performed by the second
communication unit with the radio terminal exceeds a
load acceptable amount determined according to a load
of a connection destination of the first communication
unit or when it is predicted that the relay station load
exceeds the load acceptable amount,

controlling the first communication unit so that the first

communication unit executes the relay station handover
when the first communication unit receives a response
message indicating that the relay station handover is
allowed or instructed, and

controlling the second communication unit so that the sec-

ond communication unit transmits a terminal handover
instruction to the radio terminal when the first commu-
nication unit receives a response message indicating that
the terminal handover is allowed or instructed.
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